
                        “From Mint Venders to Live Jackpots” 
 
 
 
 
From 1927 through to 1935, there was a brisk trade in slot machine conversions 
from Mint Venders and early slot machines with solid fronts, to live jackpot 
models. 
 
Several independent operators converted their machines themselves, many of 
those conversions were crude to say the least. 
  
This resulted in several coin machine companies producing a range of “Slot 
Fronts” as a business, the following adverts show just how wide spread this was, 
the adverts shown are  just a few of those companies.    
 

    

  An O.A. Williams Company  produced a “Mint Vender” using coin or checks, in 1926. 



                                  

                                            The Silver King “Mint Vender” produced in 1927 

 

               

  



 

           A add from the Roberts Novelty Co, from June 1929, Roberts was one of the  
          leading producers of “Jackpot Fronts” at that time. 



                             
                                         An add  from Automatic Age dated July 1929. 
 
In 1929, Jack Keeney had developed a range of “Jackpot Fronts” that would 
retrofit the various “Mint Vendor” and “Side Vender”  range of slot machines that 
was produced by the leading manufacturers such as  Mills, Jennings and Watling 
these “Jackpot Fronts” were marketed by the Rock-Ola Mfg, Co. 



                            
                                        An add dated August 1929 from G.W. Wilson. 
 
 G.W. Wilson who was an operator, claimed that he was the originators of the 
“Jackpot Front” attachments and had already produced 15,000 units.  



                  
                                 An add from  February 1930, by the Hoke Mfg, Co.  
 
The Hoke Mfg, Co, introduced a “Mint Vender” based on a Football theme, 
claiming that it was a game of skill, and that they were operating this machine  
legally under under a State and City license. 



                                                       
 
                                                  Add from Lone Star Sales in July 1930. 
 
This company claimed that the operator could change their “Jackpot Fronts” on 
location in 2 minutes, it was also a convertible model, operating on cash, with a 
jackpot of checks, or a Mint Vender. 



                 
   Add July 1930 from Keeney & Sons,  advertising their own Model K, JP fronts.  



                               
                                 Add by Royal Machine Works, dated Sept 1930. 
 



            
 
   A two page add from the  Rock-Ola Manufacturing Corporation March 1934 



.  
 
By 1934 Rock-Ola had developed a full line of “Jackpot Fronts” and claimed in the 
attached statement that their fronts were the most professional fronts available.  



 
 
An add by the National Coin Machine Exchange in  Automatic Age dated July 
1934 



.                  
 
  An add from march 1934 for a “Jackpot” feature for the Payout Pinball Game. 
 
I hope this article as been of some help to our members.     Freddy Bailey                  


